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In view of the escalating war in Europe, and prior to the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor, 
the popular outlook in the United States was a mood of isolationism, not wanting to get 
involved in the winds of war which were sweeping the rest of the world at that time. 

 

Considering the threat abroad, and in harmony with the homeland 
mood of that time, the USPO issued the three “National Defense” 
stamps depicted above. These stamps portray industry, agriculture, 
security, education, conservation, and health as primary elements 
for defense. The carmine stamp with the anti-aircraft gun portrays 
even the Army and the Navy as organizations solely for defense.  
 

All this changed after the 7 December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, 
and in 1942 a 3-cents Victory Eagle stamp portrayed the new mood. 

Please visit the next web-page titled “Pearl Harbor 7 Dec. 1941  

USA  Postmarks during WW2”.     The following are a preview. 
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Dec 1941 after the air strike 
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